THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
It is no longer compulsion and terrorism and ruthless oppression,
according to this argument, that are to be abhorred, but their
application in the interests of the policy of simple brute force.
This is the crucial issue, and it is worth while to think these
things out to the logical conclusion while there is yet time. Up to
now we have been living in a transition period, in which every
State and every political group has had allies and opponents,
whose sympathy or opposition was not as real as it seemed. We
are approaching the time when there will come a clarification
of the real fronts and opposing ideas. This war cannot be fought
out merely as a struggle for predominance between the interests
of rival nations. The essential thing, so soon as the existence of
the nations attacked has been safeguarded, is a general realization
of what the forces of the "conservative democracy35 are, and what
it is that entitles them to come forward not only as the protectors
of the advance of civilization but as its actual instruments.
For the very conclusion which we must logically draw to-day
from our experience of the relapse into barbarism unassociated
with the ideas of progress, the conclusion that everything must be
avoided that would lead once more to the system of totalitarian
compulsion, is rejected in important political quarters, perhaps
with the Macchiavellian reflection, admitted or not, that com-
pulsion has to be used anyhow, and that it should therefore at
least be used for good ends.
The interpreters of the new civilization reckon in thousands of
years, just as Nazism does. They set against those thousands the
few bitter decades of transition. But we have had experience of the
bitterness of the present, and the thousands of years to come are
not yet a reality. The conclusion we ourselves draw is not that of
these interpreters. If the elements of the spiritual self-disciplining
of the masses are to be interpreted away, if the masses are to be
degraded to the condition of herds of brute beasts, if they are told
that all ethical standards are mere camouflage-for the protection
of the interests of the propertied classes, then our conclusion is that
there will be nothing left to do but to keep the masses for all time
behind the bars of a system of totalitarian compulsion.
There may then remain a class of "free men" in existence above
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